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March 16, 2004

Dear Budget Committee Member:

On behalf of our millions of members, we strongly urge you to support the Kind — Capps
amendment to the Fiscal Year 2005 Budget Resolution, which would restore $2.2 billion
for critical environmental programs.

Without it, worthwhile and important programs will suffer, including key agricultural
conservation programs authorized in the 2002 Farm Bill, and the landmark Conservation
Trust Fund, which supports programs like the Land and Water Conservation Fund, State
Wildlife Grants, and Forest Legacy. The amendment also restores significant cuts to the
Environmental Protection Agency’s State Revolving Funds, which support sewage
treatment and water purification, and helps to move these programs toward a more
sufficient funding level.

While we recognize the need to address the budget deficit, we oppose using fiscal
discipline as cover for making disproportionately deep cuts to programs that protect our
environment and natural resources. The Kind — Capps amendment is essential to protect
our country’s clean air, clean water, parks, open space and wildlife, and the healthy
families and communities they support.

Thank you for your attention to this critical issue.
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